
10.1 Implement your own Sustainability Action 
PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS TO FARM AND ORCHARD LAND 

 
 
Description of Innovative Sustainability Action 
 
The purchase of development rights to farm and orchard lands is typically transacted between the Town 
and owner of the farming land/operation.  The Town of Glastonbury has preserved several agricultural 
sites over the years through the purchase of development rights.  Recently, a unique opportunity was 
presented to preserve 55.6± acres of prime orchard land by working cooperatively with multiple property 
owners.  This successful and creative process is described below. 
  
Background Information 
 
The Matson Hill area in Glastonbury is the home to a number of long operating orchards, agricultural 
lands, and farm stands.  These properties form a significant part of Glastonbury’s history and business 
community.  The orchards support local restaurants, retail food stores, and the general area through farm 
markets and “pick-your-own” opportunities.  
 
Sandi Rose, the owner of Rose's Berry Farm, recently expressed interest in reducing the size of her 
business and transitioning to semi-retirement.  This involved her proposed sale of 55.6± acres of well-
established orchard lands.  The loss of this farm/orchard land would present a significant change to 
Glastonbury and the Matson Hill neighborhood.  The owners of the adjacent Belltown Hill Orchards (Don 
and Mike Preli) were interested in purchasing the 55.6± acres to add to their orchard operation, but 
unable to fund the estimated value of the fee interest.  The Rose property had the potential to create a 
30-40 lot residential subdivision.   
 
Collaboration and Policy Alignment 
 
The scenario presented above provided the potential opportunity for The Town of Glastonbury to work 
through multiple property owners to preserve this important orchard land.  Glastonbury’s Town Manager 
worked with Sandi Rose and the Prelis to achieve the outcomes summarized below: 

 Sandi Rose sold the development rights to 51.9 acres and fee interest in 3.7 acres to the Town of 
Glastonbury.  This enabled Sandi Rose to achieve her goal of reducing the size of her orchard 
operation and move to semi-retirement. 

 Don and Mike Preli were able to purchase the fee interest to the remaining value (after sale of 
development rights) to add 51.9 acres of orchard land to their existing Belltown Hill Orchard 
business.  This helped achieve their goal of acquiring the Rose parcel and supporting their 
successful orchard and farming business.  This was achieved at a cost commensurate with the 
continued success of their business.  

 Town purchase of the fee interest in 3.7 acres of the Rose parcel provided for a pedestrian link 
with an adjacent Town owned open space thereby achieving the Town’s ongoing goal to link 
open space parcels.  This purchase also preserves an existing Christmas tree farm developed by 
the Roses.  The Christmas tree farm will be operated by the Glastonbury High School Vocational 
Agriculture Program thereby sustaining this resource and supporting the VoAg Program. 

 Multi-Solving and Equity 
 
The preceding achieved a number of important goals and benefits: 

 Preserves 55.6± acres of active orchard and farm lands. 

 Supports ongoing operation and viability of Belltown Hill Orchards. 

 Retains an active Christmas tree farm and supports Glastonbury Vocational Agricultural Program. 



 Balances the financial investment of the Town of Glastonbury and Belltown Hill Orchards to 
achieve affordability for each. 

 Sends positive message to local farm/orchard owners that the Town will work actively and 
creatively to preserve agricultural lands. 

 Sustains and supports the agricultural business community in Glastonbury.  

Evidence of Action Implementation 

This transaction was completed on Friday, June 22, 2018. Please see the attached deeds to substantiate 
this action’s execution. 
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