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Kik is a EBM alternative that works with IPhone and Android.

Hik takes what people
lave about BlackBeny
Messenger and brings it
ta all three major
smariphone platforms.
Like BEM, messages on
Kik are sent almost
instantly and you get a
nabfication when i =
delivered and recenved
The: app is free, and you
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Follow these hniks for the Iree iPhone and Androsd versions of the app. The BlackBery
version has baen puliad from the App World store, but we hope it returms soon.

Google Voice gives you a new number to text from
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Googhe Violoe account,
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an alternate phone
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Click here to gat the app for Androsd, IPhone, and Blackberry

Fring will connect you to the major instant message networks
Frirg is a messagang app - -
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Follow these links Lo download Fring for iPhone, Android, and Nokia Symbian phones.
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TextMow will forward your calls to your phone

Like TextPlus, TexiMow
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By Pinger, Inc.

Open Tunes 1o by and download apps
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6 Free iPhone & iPod touch Texting Apps
Your options for iTouch texting

From Tanya Menoni

See More About: phone apps ipod touch texting apps

The iPod touch doesn’t have a phone, but that doesn't mean you can't text. There are numerous

iPad touch texting apps that assign you a "phone number” that you can use to send and recaive

texts, Most of these apps are free--so what's the catch? Nearly all of the free apps contain lots of
ads, but that's probably a small annoyance in exchange for unlimited texting. Keep in mind that

you'll need to connect your iPod touch to a Wi-Fi netwark to use these texting apps.

1. textPlus

The textPlus app (Free) offers free unlimited texting on your iPod touch by
setting up your own "phone number” that you can give to your friends and
family. This ad-supported texting app supports group texting, so you can
send one message to multiple people. TextPlus also uses push notifications
50 you won't miss a message. You can send messages to phones on most
major carriers, including AT&T, Verizon, and Sprint. You can see a full list
of supported carriers at textPlus.com. Overall rating: 4.5 stars out of
5.

textT

Download from the App Store | Read Full Review

Ads

Install Google Chrome
A browser that lets you do more of what you like online!
e.com/ L)

Is He Cheating On You?
1) Enter His E-Mail Address 2) See Hidden Pics & Soclal Profiles Now!

Spokeo.com/Cheating-Spouse-Search

Free Public Record Search
1% Entar Mama and 7in 21 Arrace Ta Muar A Billinn Dararde Tnetantil

Direct: 860.652.4275

Free iPhone / iPod Newsletter!

Discuss in my forum

Ads

lailbreak 5.1.1 Released
45, 4, 3Gs, 3G, Unlock & Jallbreak, 100% Safe. Step-by

-Step Support.
www.iPhene-Unlecker-Pro.com

CNA Nursing Schools
Locate CNA Schools Near You. Search Now!
vw.collegasurfing.com

Telephone Directory
Find Anyones Number Instantly. 100% Free.
GizmoGuide.com

Samsung
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FREE
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Free Shipping
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2. TextFree Unlimited

Like the textPlus app, TextFres Unlimited (Free) assigns you a phone
number that you can share with others. It requires a Wi-Fi connection, but
once connected, you can send unlimited texts from your [Pod touch to cell
phones on any U.5. carrier, TextFree Unlimited also supperts push
notifications, so you'll receive your texts even if the app isn't open. Like
most free texting apps, TextFree Unlimited contains ads. Overall rating:
4.5 stars out of 5.

Download at App Store | Read Full Review

TextNow (Free) works much like the other iPod touch texting apps, in that
you get a phone number assoclated with your account and in exchange
you have to look at some ads avery so often. If you don't like ads, you can
subscribe for US$5.99 per year, TextNow also includes a good amount of
customization -- you can add custom wallpaper, upload thumbnail photos,
or share your number on Facebook and Twlitter. Overall rating: 3.5 stars
out of 5.

Download at App Store | Read Full Review

4. Bri kite Group T
If you regularly send text messages to large groups of people {or wish you
could), the Brightkite Group Text app (Free) is worth a look. You can send
TXT one message to up to 25 people, and the app syncs with your contact list

s0 the process doesn't take very long. However, the app doesn't assign
you a phone number. While your friends can reply to your messages, they
can't initiate a message to you unless they download the Brightkite app
and find you In the friends section. Overall rating: 3 stars out of 5.

.

Brightkate Inc

Download at App Store | Read Full Review

5. Textie Messaging

Textie Messaging (Free) works a bit differently from other iTouch texting
apps. Instead of assigning you a phone number, the app uses your email
address to replicate the texting process, When your reciplent receives a
text, your email address will be displayed in the "from" line, but you'll still
receive messages right to the app. You can send one text to multiple
reciplents, and the app supports push netifications so you can stay on top
of your messages. Overall rating: 3 stars out of 5.

Borange, Inc.
Download at App Store | Read Full Review

6. TigerText

&

TigerText (Free) iz another app that allows users to text from the iPod
touch, There's no charge to send text messages, and you can import
contacts directly from your address book. The TigerText app is all about
privacy, so you can control when and if a text message is deleted from
your reciplent’s phone. In addition, the texts you send cannot be
forwarded. The biggest downside? Everyone you text must have the
TigerText app installed on his or her phone, which limits its usefulness.

. ) Overall rating: 2.5 stars out of 5.
X Sigma Pai

Download at App Store | Read Full Review

Suggested Reading

+ Top 5 Free Music Apps for the iPhone

# Top 5 Social Networking Apps for the iPhone
+ Best Comic Apps for the iPhone and iPad

Suggested Reading

» Bast iPhone Photography Apps

+ Top 8 iPhone Shopping Apps

+ Top 14 Recipe Apps for the iPhone and iPad

Suggested Reading
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iPhone / iPod Ads
Iphone iPod Touch
apple iPod

Apple Iphone 5
Download Apps for Free
iPod Apps

Related Video

How to Use the Music
App on an iPhone

How to Make a Call on
an iPhone

Quick Tip: Organize
Apps on an iPhone

More Electronics Videos
See All About.com Videos

About.com Shopping

— Galaxy Tab 8 GB Wi-Fi

Galaxy Tab B GE Wi-F1
Titanium Silver Tablet
(Android 4.0, ...

From $240.08 at 1 store

Compare Prices
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WEB & COMMUNICATION SOFTWARE

Send and Receive Text
Messages on Your PC

By Rick Droida, PCWorld D20, M1 1207 PM B
Text messaging is great--except when it isnt. For one thing, it's expensive (unless you
hirve an unlimited messaging plan, which dsell can be expensve) Plus, i larces you to
type on your phone's by keyboard-.not always the fasiest of most convensent method

Indeed, when you're silting al your desk and want fo text. sy, your spouse, do you really
hive b pull oul yout phone. navigale b the miessaging app, then mangke (hose cramped
keys?

Actually, you don't. P b beings free and easy text messaging ta your
browser Using a lage, altractive interface, you can compass a message o any mobile

o

numbet and view the replies. 15 nol unlike using an instant-messagng service ke
Meebo

Registeding for a Textires Web account is

free, and it ncludes a textiee us e-mail e it
address. (If you're an Android or 105 50
user, you mght be Barmar with the
Eponymaus apps, which are great for
messagng wilhaul paying your carier for
the pevilage |

In my tests, messages sent from Tetfree
Wb arrived almost mstantly, the repies +
e juest &5 quickly. And frust me (s 5o [ — =
much mecer composang texts with a full =
sare keyboard Cheaper, oo, The service

even lets you attach images 1o your messages, efectvely recreating MMS. (If someane
wants to send you back an image, it needs to go to your Textfree e.mail address )

If there's one downside, it's hat you can'l imparn comacts, 6 you'll have 1o enter phone
numbers manually--al least the frst time Textires Web keeps 3 (briel) log of recently
sent and received Messages, S0 IS 2asy o resume 3 Comversaton with people you've
texted i the last 72 howrs

This is a greal service 11 lets you keep your phone in your pocke! and text 1o your heats
content, all a no charge

Coantributing Editor 7

13 wriles about busmess and consummer lechnoloay. Ask for

WE GET
NOTEBOOKS.
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[Update: HP responds]

HOTV buying guide: How to sslect the right
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Upgrade your laptop
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with HellaSign
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